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Connect to more. 866-541-5000 | Blackfoot.com

July 1, 2017

Marlene H. Dortch

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 — 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Annual Reporting Requirements
(FCC WC Docket No. 10-90)

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Attached please find : 1) Blackfoot Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and Fremont Telcom
Co.’s ( collectively referred to as “Blackfoot”) 2017 FCC Form 481s, submitted pursuant
to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.313 and 54.422; and, 2) Blackfoot’s request to withhold from public
disclosure, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 0.459, its financial data submitted as part of its FCC

Form 481 filing.

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this filing

Sincerely,
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Michelle Owens
Regulatory Specialist
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Connect to more 366-541-5000 | Blackfoot.com

July 1, 2017

Marlene H. Dortch

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 — 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: CONDFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — SUBJECT TO PROTECTIVE ORDER IN WC
DOCKET NOS. 10-90, 07-135, -05-337, 03-109, GN DOCKET NO. 09-51, CC DOCKET NOS.
01-92, 96-45, WT DOCKET NO. 10-208 BEFORE THE FEDERAL COMMUNIATIONS

COMMISSION

Dear Ms. Dortch:

As part of its FCC Form 481 filing, Blackfoot Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and Fremont Telcom
Co. (referred to collectively as “Blackfoot”) are submitting financial information. Blackfoot has
three study areas: 482235, 483308, and 473333. Enclosed are three sets of the Blackfoot
financial data—one for each of study area.

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 0.457 and 0.459, Blackfoot respectfully requests that its financial
information be withheld from public inspection.

The information for which protection is sought is being submitted pursuant to the above-
captioned proceeding. As outlined below, Blackfoot is identifying the specific information for
which confidential treatment is being sought, the degree to which the information is commercial
or financial or contains trade secret information, an explanation to the degree to which the
service is subject to competition, how public disclosure would cause competitive harm,
identification of the measures Blackfoot has taken to prevent unauthorized disclosure, whether
the information is available to the public, a justification for the period of time for which the
material should not be available to public disclosure as well as other relevant information
supporting Blackfoot's claim on confidentiality. See 47 C.F.R. § 0.459(b).

In the Fifth Reconsideration Order, the Commission permitted privately held rate of return
carriers, such as Blackfoot, to seek confidential treatment of their financial information filed
pursuant to Section 54.312(f)(2)." In addition, the financial data and five-year network build-out
plan information constitute Blackfoot trade secrets and commercial or financial information

under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4).

1 Fifth Reconsideration Order, 27 FCC Rcd 14,555-56, para. 17; Connect America Fund et al., WC Docket No. 10-
90 et al., Protective Order, 27 FCC Rcd 14,231 (Wireline Comp. Bur. 2012).

1




The financial data contains Blackfoot's balance sheet, income statement, and cash flows. This
financial data provides detailed information from which Blackfoot's debt-to-equity ratio, its
leverage ratio and other key financial metrics can be derived. Blackfoot has worked hard to
maintain a healthy financial structure, and has done so primarily through the expertise of its in-
house finance staff. Put differently, the expertise of BTC's finance staff, including its CFO,
which has been amassed over the last six decades, has created a text-book financial structure
for rural telecom and broadband providers. The financial data is part and parcel to that
outstanding financial structure.

In addition, the financial data reveals Blackfoot's economic health and viability in being able to
efficiently operate a telecommunications and broadband network. The financial data portrays
the necessary revenues, expenses, income, debt and cash flows necessary to operate as a
successful rural ILEC. If revealed to a third party, that third party could utilize BTC's financial
data to model its own financial structure to establish and operate a rural telecom and
broadband company. In addition, the financial data could be used to expose potential
economic vulnerabilities (and conversely strengths) of the overall enterprise. Competitors
could potentially exploit these economic vulnerabilities through aggressive pricing or marketing
of competing services, or other business strategies.

Public disclosure of Blackfoot's financial data would also have a detrimental competitive effect
on Blackfoot. The financial data portrays Blackfoot's economic health and viability in being able
to efficiently operate a telecommunications and broadband network. From the financial data, a
third party could derive Blackfoot's debt-to-equity ratio, its leverage ratio, and other key
financial metrics. This competitively sensitive information informs outside investment decisions,
including Blackfoot's ability to service additional debt. If revealed to a third party, the financial
data could be used to expose potential economic vulnerabilities of Blackfoot's ILEC operations
in western Montana and southeastern Idaho. Competitors could potentially exploit these
economic vulnerabilities through aggressive pricing or marketing of competing services.
Blackfoot retains a competitive advantage by keeping the financial data secret and not
available to the general public.

Thus, the financial data constitutes trade secret and commercial and other finance information
and must be afforded the protection offered under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4). Accordingly, Blackfoot
respectfully requests that the information remain confidential for a minimum of five-years, the
time reflected in the five-year build-out plan that is being submitted as part of the filing.

Enclosed are two copies of Blackfoot's financial data for each of its three study areas for which
confidential treatment is being requested.

Please contact me if you have any questions related to this filing.

A

Sincerely, -

ason B. Williams
Chief Executive Officer



FCC Form 481 - Carrier Annual Reporting

<010>

- Data Collection Form

FCC Form 481
OMB Control No, 3060-0986/0OMB Control No. 3060-0819
July 2013

Study Area Code

483308

<015>

Study Area Name

BLACKFOOT TEL -

CFT

<020>

Program Year

2018

<030>

Contact Name: Person USAC should contact
with questions about this data

MIchelle Owens

<035>

Contact Telephone Number:
Number ot the person identitied in data line <030>

4065415131 ext.

<039>

Contact Email Address:
Email ot the person identitied in data line <030>

mowensdblackfoot .com

Form Type

54.313 and 54.422

Page 1
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Page 4

(400) Number of Complaints per 1,000 customers FCC Form 481
Data Collection Form OMB Control No. 3060-0986/OMB Control No. 3060-0819
July 2013

<010>  Study Area Code w1108

<015>  Study Area Name BLACKFOOT TEL - CFT

<020>  Program Year i

<030>  Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding thisdata
Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line

<035*  Losgs

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line  covcnsabiacktcor com
<030>
Select from the drop-down list to indicate how you would like to report

<400>  Vvoice complaints (zero or greater) for voice telephony service in the prior  offered only fixed voice
calendar year for each service area in which you are designated an ETC for
any facilities you own, operate, lease, or otherwise utilize.

<410>  Complaints per 1000 customers for fixed voice .0

<420>  Complaints per 1000 customers for mobile voice
Select from the drop-down list to indicate how you would like to report

<430> end-user customer complaints (zero or greater) for broadband servicein  Offered only fixed broadband
the prior calendar year for each service area in which you are designated
an ETC for any facilities you own, operate, lease, or otherwise utilize.

<440>  complaints per 1000 customers for fixed broadband 0.0

<450> Complaints per 1000 customers for mobile broadband

Page d
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(500) Compliance With Service Quality Standards and Consumer Protection Rules FCC Form 481
Data Collectlon Form OMB Control No, 3060-0986/OMB Control No. 3060-0819
R _ July 2013

481304

<010> _ Study Area Code
BLACKFCOT TEL - CPT

<015> _ Study Area Name
<020> _ Program Year
<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact rcairdin! this data M

<035>  Cantact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030>
<039>  Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>

1014

glle Owen

4065415101 oxt

rowensablackfoat com

<500> Certify compliance with applicable service quality standards and consumer protection rules Yes

483308mc5105ervice Qualicy and Consumer Protection.pdf

<510> Descriptive document for Service Quality Standards & Consumer Protection Rules Compliance

<515> Certify pliance with in service standards

Pages



(600) Functlonality in Emergency Situations FCC Form 481
Data Collectlon Form OMEB Control No. 3060-0986/0MB Control No, 3060-0819
July 2013

<010>  Study Area Code 481108

<015>  Study Area Name BLACKFOOT TEL - CFT

<020> _ Program Year itk

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data Michelle Owena

<035>  Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <g3p> 4785415171 =x=

<039>  Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>  mowenasblackfoor . com

<600> Certify compliance regarding ability to function in emergency situations Yes

<610> Descriptive document for Functionality in Emergency Situations f33308ntslarincionality 1n Ewacqancy.pdt
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Page s



[ 3%eq

Feysitompetoene ses—
$934 pue saley aul| iad |10 adiey ao1nuag 394 301MI3S [esianiun aels | adiey) aurq Jaquasqns alels XL EERTRVETY adA] arey {3132) ovs (>311) @8ueyoxy ajels
ealy papuaixg Alojepuely |20 |erIuapisay
<> <GQ> : S =g 7 ! : XEQ> e S g T, e b eSS A.N.m». <€0L>

aduey) adinag (2207 [BNUBPISAY 3pm-alels Auls <70/

L102/1/1 31eQ 3AN03Y3 A81eYD ANAIIS (IO [RIUIPISAY  <TO/>

wo3 - 1003 3qoRTgRSUBMON <0E0> 3Ul| BIEP Ul PalIUaP! U0SIad 4O SSAIPPY |[BWT - SS3IPPY [IBWT 1981U0)  <6EQ>

R <QEO0> BUI| B1EP Ul panuUap! uosiad Jo Jaquiny - Jaquiny suoydas|a] 1PeIU0)  <SeQ0>

SuSMO ITTAUSTK elep siy3 Juipsedal 10e3u0d piNoYs JySM U0SIad - SWeN PRIO) <Q£0>
B10T Jea )\ wetdold  <Qz0>
14D - TAL LOOANOWIE awenN ealy Apnls  <STO>
BOEEBT 3po) ealy Apnls  <QTO>
€T0Z Aing ;
6T80-090€ ON Jo43uo) 9INO/9860-090E "ON jo43u0) GNO G e : 7 ulo4 uondajlo) eleq
T8t W04 D4 BieQ ajey dioA Sulpnpus s3uiayo 3dud (00£)

£ adey



g adeq

193USMIOAN
¥ TN
POV N L L P~
pogotEB88s
{ p3aras} payseay wwn (g9) (sdqw) paads peojdn (sdquy) $334 pue a1eYy |E10] 5294 aley |enuapisay {D371) 38ueydx3 Ijeis
U3y UINe) uody Iuemo||y adesn | - a0IAISS puegpearg paads peojumog palejnday alers
auemo||y adesn - 3JIAI3S pueqpeoig
<pp> <Ep> 2 <Zp> : <Ip> <> <C9> | <ge> ] <ITL>
Wod*j001ydRTgESUSMON  <(E)> 2UI| B1EP Ul payIIuap! uosiad 30 S53IPPY jleWT - SSAUPPY |IBWT PRIU0) <GED>
-a%> TersTrseor  <UE0> AUI B1EP UL Payluapl uosiad Jo Jaquiny - Jaquiny auoydaja) pejuo) <G£0>
SuamMQ STTUDTIW B1ep s1y3 dulpJeEal 1DeIUOD PINOYS JYSM UOSIad - SWeN Dewo)  <QE0>
8r0E Jea) wesdold  <0z0>
I4D - TEL LOOAMOWIS Jwep easy Apnis  <ST0>
S apo) eaiy Apms  <Q10>
SR s etog Angy
6180-090€ ©ON .Eucou, mEO\wme.ow.om. ‘ON ,_m:u:o..u 7 {0 ;
i Hh : T8pwiodng

s3upa10 2ud _EEa_qum lotz)

g adeq




g 28eq

-- ]Jadysyiom payorjie aag -

uoneudisaqg pueig 10 Auedwo) sy ssauisng Juiog VS Saeljiyy
<EExila B i | PR STE PRTS iy <1
‘our ‘aataeradoo) suoydaTsl 100IIRTHE Auedwo) Bupesadg  <z18>
a1qeot1ddy 10N Auedwo) BuipjoH  <TI8>
*our ‘aataexsdoo) suoydsial 100IXOETH saie) Juiodsy <QT8>

WO2" JOOIHLETABSUBMON  £(E()> SUI| BIBP Ul PIIHIUSPI UOSIA JO SSAIPPY [1BWT - SSAUPPY |IBWJ 19BIU0Y)  <6E0>

axa TeTsTesoor  <0E0> 3| BIEP Ul PAIUAPI Uosiad JO JAqWINN - 13qWInN 2uoydala] 198300 <SE0>
SU=SMQ S 12U0INW

B1ED SIY1 SUIpIREal 10R1U0D PINOYS JWSM UOSIad - SWEN 1I81U0D)  <0E0>

BTOT Jea\ weigold  <Qz0>

TI0 - AT TO0JAoTIH awepn easy Apms  <ST0>

ROEERE apo) eauy Apmis  <QT0>

; : A eToZ g
6T80-090€ "ON |03U0D BINO/9860-090E "ON |0:3U0) GIND
S S e R . T8pwioyOD4

seyedwion Sunessdo (008)

6 98ed




01 28ed

‘sjuawalinbai Bulsuadi pue ssaulsng |equ) yum duedwod  <676>

53552204d MIIADI UOIIBAIDSL4 [eJn}nD) Yyum adueldwo)  <8z6>

$95$2004d M3IASY |BIUBWUOIIAUT YHM duendwo)  </76>

sanJ Buins sane4 yum asuendwo)  <9ze>

siuawalsinbas Bunyuuad asn puel yum aouendwo) <5z6>

sassatosd Aem jo sySiy yum aduendwo)  <pze>

Jauuew SAIYISUIS AjjeIn3nd e ul Sad1AUaS SullayIel  <E76>

‘Buiuueid Ayjiqeuteisns pue Ayjiqisead  <zze>

,Fﬂwﬂmmfnﬂg. m ‘suonNsul Joyoue Ajunwwos

[equ ] uo snooj e yum Buiuuerd uswhojdep pue Juswssasse speaN  <I76>

Slaenddyon ssapnput (6)(B)ETE S §

10 ON 10 SBA
0} Juensind JUBWUIAA0S [EQIIL 34} YUM UOIIBUIPIOOD SI1BISUOWSP
103jeg
‘0Z6 3ul] UO “10d PAYIRIIE 3Y1 UO PAQIIISIP SNILIS By WLIIUOD 0}
S9X0Q 3531 Y2e3a 10j (YN ‘ON'SIA) 10995 asea|d ‘spuej [eqii) saAIes Auedwuod 1noh y|
1UaWNJ0Q Paydelly o awen
uonedqQ wawadedu] JUIWUIIA0Y [BqUL  <0Z6>
SBAIAS D13 Yoiym uo (s)pueqjequ)  <QI6>
oK (N/A) és@o1naas puel [equy Jago Ajius guiy ayrssog  <Q06>
wes - 300330 R TgBsUBMOU <0EQ> dUl| B8P U P3YIUSPI UOSIZ JO SSAUPPY |IBW] - SSAIPPY [lEW] PDEU0)  <6EQ>
O e —— <0E0> 3ul| e3ep Ul paRIIUSP! uosiad Jo J3quINN - saquiny auoyda|a] 19RO <SE0>
SusmMQ STTPYDTHW e1ep siy1 JuipaeSal 1921U03 PINOYS JyS UOSIa - SWep Peo)  <Qg0>
aT0z Jeap weidold <Q70>
LAD - TEL 100JHIVIS Swen easy Apnis  <GTQ0>
BO0EERF 3po) ealy ApMmIS  <QTO>

S R eTop Anc
6TB0-090€ "ON Q0D BIND/9860-090E "ON [03U0T BND'
: g T8y W04 30d

uL04 UoRIA|0] ElE]

3urioday spuet jeq1 (006)

0T 28eq




LT 28ed

JUBWNJ0Q PAYIeIIY JO aWeN

2oueldwod Ayjiqesedwon
ueqpeolq 104 uonduisap pajieap Yyoely <Q£0T>
Fpd-Aatrrqereduo) S3BY PUEqPEOIHOEQTINBOLESE PUBGREGIG-Toplehchbszp PRISPP Harhy 0r0

neaing uotrltiadwo) 2UIT2ITM =2Y3 uonesyuad Aujgesedwod pueqpeolg <0c¢QT>
Aq paounouue yiewyouaq atqeatrrdde jusosr jsou 2Yl Ueyl 210w oU ST BUuroTig - S9i

U3WN20Q PaYILIIY 4O wen

asueljdwod Ayjiqesedwod

91el 532175 3J10A 10 UOdIIOSIP PajIeIap YIeny <0T0T>
Fpd-A3rrrqeizduo) S3ed Se0TAISS 2OTOAQTOTIWSOEESY
sax uonReIYIIFY AljIqeredwod 31ed SIDIAISS III0A <000T>
WOd " J003¥oRTqeSUAMON <0E0> 3UI| RIEP Ul PaLIUaP! u0sIad JO SSIIPPY |IeWT - SSAIPPY [IBW3 PRIU0T  <6£0>
“1X3 TETSTPS90E <0€Q0> 3ul| BIEP Ul pailuapl uosiad 4o J2quinN - Jaquiny auoyds|al 19EIU0)  <SeQ>
SUSMQ STTRUDIH B1ep siy1 SuIpJedal 1981U0D PINOYS DS UOSI3d - SWeN 1DBIU0D)  <QL0>

810z les) weadold  <Q70>

L4 - TAL LOOMIOVTH

awenN ealy Apnis  <gT0>
9po) ealy Apmis  <QT0>

BOEEBE

1T 28eq




71 28ey

(B)eLe vS § 01 wensind ease pspoddns ay; uiyym wealysdn
sdgy 95z pue weansumop sdqpy | 1Se3] JB JO 90IA18S puBqPEOI] S18)10 J81ued Buipodal
ay) wuyuod o} (eigeoyddy JoN ‘ON ‘saA) asuodsas ajeudoidde ay) 1oejes ases|y <0eTT>

s2x (N/A) 351x3 suondo [neyyoeq [e1i1sa.1a1 Jaylaym AL <00TT>

WoD * 100 FYDRTqeSUBSMOW

<0£0> 3Ul| B1ep Ul payI3uapl uosiad JO SSIppPY |IBW] - SSAIPPY [IBWT 1921U0)  <6E0>
e TETSTYSI0F  <QEQ> BUI| BIEP Ul PIYIIUSPI uosIad JO Jaquiny - Jsquiny auoydaja] 10.1U0)  <GE0>
SuamQ STIPUIIW e1ep siyi 3uipiedal 1981002 pINOYs JYSN U0SIad - SWeN 19e1u0)  <0e0>
Jeap weidold  <Q70>
QwepN easy Apnls  <STO>
apo) easy Apnls  <0T0>

8107

J43 - TAL IO0ANDYTIE

BOEESY

.~ gT0CAINr
6T wo&mom .oz _EES mEQammo.ooom “ON _EES N0

S TRy E..ou_ 204

Z1 28ed




€T 23ed

"ueld yans Yyoea Joj sajel pue ‘s||ed ||03 10§ Sa8ieyd [euonippy

‘ue|d ay1 o Hed se papiaroad saINUIW JO JI2QWINU 3Y} UO S|1e1aQg

‘s18qLI2sqns aullay] 01 paJayo sueld a31a1as Auoydajey
3210A Aue JO SuU0OnIpuod pue swual a3yy BulglIsap uollewloju|

<ETIT>

<¢TTr>

<IZeT>

:podas Ajjenuue

1sNW si1aaed ‘poddns awodul-moj duiaiedal $113 Joy Fuiodal |enuue (z)(e)ZZy vS §

03 Juensind uoljewloul palinbal 3yl SUIBIUOD ‘7 Z T AUl| UO ‘PISI| AHSGAIM 3y} JO

‘OTZT 2ul| UO ‘(S)IUSWNIOP PIYIEIE 3Y] JBYL WHIJU0D 01 MO|I] S3X0Q 353yl ¥I2yd asea|d,,

dllH |UsgIM JNignd 01 juU <QzTT>
1U2WN20QJ PIYILNY O dWen

sue|d aulayi] Auoydaja) 3210A JO SUORIPUOD %P SWID | <QTZT>

Jpd’ SUOTITPUO) PUR SWIR], AUTTIITTOTZIIVROEERD
HOITI0OIAPRTABSUIMAL cae (> U BIEP Ul PAIUSPI U0sIad JO SSIPPY |IBWT - SSRIPPY IEWT 1IBIUOD  <6E0>
TIX TETSTHGIOF <QE0> aul| _IRP Ul PaIIIUSPI UOsIAd jo Jaquuny - Jaquiny suoydaja] PeOD)  <SE0>
SUBKQ ITTIUIM e1ep siy1 Suipiedal 19e1U0D PINOYS JYSN UO0SIad - AWEN 1D0RIU0D)  <OE0>
UE0E Jea ) wesBold  <Qr0>
14D - TEL 1L00JNIYIS JWeN ealy .}_u_.._um <ST0>
BOLEBY apo) easy Apms  <QIQ>

~ 6180-090€ "ON [0:3U0D SIND/9860-030E "ON I0AUOD SO

. _EI0CAIN

I8y UNO0iDDd

€1 a8eq




PT 28ed

(PM2)ETE S § W4D ¥ uonediia) Hoddng uazolq auning pue 910z <STOC>

(€102 ‘zz AeN) s€ ydesdesed ‘€/-€T D04 13pIO
uoljewlioju| pasinbay pue poday ‘06-0T 383200 DM ' puUn4 B31I3WY 323UU0]) - (32443 JE2A
Bu13s7 1UaWINI0(Qg PayYIeNy Jo aweN 10j Z punoy) suiodaa su01s3|IW | 3seyd 10} uollewlioju| papoloasd yieny <49Sz07>

ivoddng [eluawaliou) jo ualdiday z punoy  <YSZ0T>

uollewIou] palinbay “Ajuo syuaidipas z punoy “(I)(Z)(Q)ETE S - 2314Y)
3u13si7 JusWN20g paydelly Jo awen JeadA ui uads sem Buipuny suaym Builedipu) $320|q SNSUID J0 1S yoeny <9y 707>

éModdng |eluswaldul Jo aidipay 7 punoy  <YHZOT>
"Auo syuaididad z punoy (1)(z)(Q)ETE vS - 33.y3 Jeak
$43A02 siy] -uads sem Suipuny a1aym SuiledIpuUl $320|q SNSUID
J0 35I| e Aq psiuedwodae ‘suonedi|qo JusawAho|dap | aseyd eauawy
199uu0) 3un@aw ul JeaA snolaaid 3yl ur papuadxa 3uipuny jeudes

$0 JUNOWe |B10] 3Y] JO JUBWIIIL]S B SIPN[DUI Z(Q7 SUI| U0 JuIWIYIe1le 3y <E€Z0T>
‘Ajuo syuardpal z punoy (1N(z)(Q)eTE S - sdgNT/sdqiy
¥ 3se9| 1€ Jo spaads yiim pueqpeouq apiaoid [jim 1eyl s1aafoud
Joy weadoud saipunpuoddp ASojouyoa] pueqpeoug ayy Jo weldoud
S3Ae]IU| pueqpeolg 3yl Jepun poddns Buialedad Jou aJe uonsanb
ul suoiledo| ayl eyl ‘(3)ZTE S 01 uensind Buipuny jo 2sueidadoe

_ _ J0 32130u e Buijy 191)e 334y JeaA Buipuasaidal ‘saiyuad Jusididay <TT0C>
‘woddng |eluawalau|
40 swuaididal z punoy o1 saljdde siy3 ‘uoedyILI= £TOT AINT

_ | 941 104 1eyy 310N - (I)(TI(Q)ETE 1SS ¥4D Ly uonesua) tespple  <TT0Z>

Supodan | 9SEld EJlIBWY 123UU0) |eljuawWwaldu|
"91BINIOE S1 MOJ3q PayIBIIe SJUSWNI0P SY3 Ul pue WIo4 SiY} uo papodal uortewuoul 3yl () (p)(9)(Q)ETE LS § 4D £v Wi yHoy} 13s se poddns || 9seyd edusuwy 193UU0) pUe ‘suopRanpal
331ey2 ssa20e 13540 03 poddns 3507 ySiH ‘woddns 150D Y3iH jeauawaidu) Jo Juaididal e se aduel dwod 33ou 03 (3jqeanddy 10N ‘oN ‘saj) mo|3q sasuodsal a1eudosdde sy) 103|135

T e T ran -

wod - 1003)oe[gesusKow  <QE0> dUl| BIEP Ul PAYRUIPI U0SIad JO SS3IPPY (IBW] - S52IPPY [IEWS PEIU0)  <BE0>

Sax® TETSTFS90F <QEQ> 3ul| BIEP Ul paYIIUaP! uosiad Jo Jaquiny - JI3quny auoydaja] PeRIVD)  <SEO>
suamg STTSUITW e1ep siy3 Fulpiedal 1983U0I PINOYS JVSM UOSIad - SWEN 1DeIU0)  <0E0>
810Z Jeaj weidold  <0z0>
LdD - TAL 100ANOWIH awen easy Apmis  <STO>
80€€8E 3apo) easy Apnis  <QTO>
o getozAinr

$/3}Ji03 3BuDyx3 0207 dog a31id Y3im PaiDIjIfD SiaLLR) Uinay-Jo-a304 BUIpnjau|
104 UoiRYI0] EIEq

uopEBWINI0g [euoRIPPY Jatue) ded 331 (5002)

860-090€ "ON 104340 WO
o Tsvwioddnd

6T80-090€ “ON 013U0) GNO/9

T 28eq




5T 289ed

(2)(T)(R)ETE 1S - SBuliayo 3|qesedw o2 J0j seaIe UBgIN

ul s3Lelql| pue sjooyds aqisia 031 padieyd sajel 01 ajqesedwod Ajgeuoseal
Sajed 1. a4am Spiq yans jey) pue ‘poddns paseq-japouwl || aseyd Sulai@aau
S1 J3141BD 3] 2J3YM 20|q SNSuad e U] Bale Aue Ulylm paledo) sallelql|

pue sjooyas 3|qi81|2 4o} weidoid poddns 331AI3S [BSIDAIUN SBLIRIGI|
pue sjooy3s 3y3 4o} s1381e3 ALAIIISUUOD 343 5123W 1BY] DIIAISS pUBgPROI]

Zunsi Juswindog paydelny Jo aweN

Supyeas s3uinsod g/ W04 D4 |8 01 asu0dsad Ul $3IIAIIS SSBIIE 1BUIBIU|
pue suoEIIUNWWO0I9|3] auo Auo3a1ed uo piq 3 1By salyiHad Juaidpay <6T0C>

uonewIou| pasinbay (W) (N(T)(2)ETE 1S - JeaA sepuajea Suipadard ay] Ul 221AI3S pueqpeRo.q

0} ssa2de Buipinold ueSaq Ajmau Ua1ued 3y Yd1ym 03 SUOIIN}ASUI
Joyaue AJIUnuwiwIod JO SI55aIppPe pue ‘Saleu Jagquuinu 3yl Yyoely <QT0¢>

‘910z ul saunjipuadxa |eyded
_ Joj pasn Januied ded adud ayy ‘Aue 1 ‘woddns || aseyd Jo Junowe [e10] <)/T0>

$1ualdidal || aseyd pun4 eauawy Pauuo)  <Y/T07>
{(3)€TE 1S & ¥4D £} Bunuoday || aseyd eruawy 1I3UU0)

_ puegpeo.iq pjing 01 pasn poddns uonelyad) <9107>

{(P)ETE VS § 44D L1} Moddng 3 edouaWY 1IBUUE) Ja1IE) de) Bd1d

6180-090€ "ON 103U0) SINO/IB60-090F "ON |03

uod GO

U317 3bUDYIXT [0307T do2) 3314 Yum paoijiffo.si uin3ay-fo-a1oy Suipnjauy

lulod uo3NI0) Bleq
uoReyAINDOd [eUORIPRY Jaiiie) de) 0ud (<007)

ST 239ey




Page 16

FCCForm 481
OMB Centrol No. 3050-0386/0OM8 Control No, 3060-0819

(3005) Rate Of Return Carrler Additlonal Documentation

Data Collection Form

R July 2013
<010> Study Area Cade 483308
<015> Study Area Name BLACKFOQT TEL - CFT
<020> Program Year 2018
<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data MIchelle Owens

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> 4065415131 ext.
mowens@blackfoot .com

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>

TS
Select from the drop down menu or check the boxes below ta note compliance with 54,313(f)(1). Privately held carriers must ensure compliance with the
financial reporting requirements set forth in 47 CFR 54.313(f}(2). | further certify that the information reported on this form and in the documents

attached below is accurate.

Progress Report on 5 Year Plan

(3009) Carrier certifies to 54,313(f)(1)(iii)
Yes - Attach Certification
{30104) Certification of Public Interest Obligations (47 CFR § _
54.313“)(1)“” 483308mc1010Public Intereat Cercification.pdf
(30108) Please Provide Attachment Name of Attached Document Listing Required
information
(3012A) Community Anchor Institutions {47 CFR § Yes - Attach New Community Anchors
54.313(f)(1)(ii)} 283308mc3012bCommunicy Anchor Instituticn.xlsm
(30128) Please Provide Attachment Name of Attached Document Listing Required
Information
(3013) Is your company a Privately Held ROR Carrier {47 CFR (Yes/No) @ O
§54.313(f)(2)} O @
(3014) If yes, does your company file the RUS annual report {Yes/No)
Please check these boxes to confirm that the
attached PDF, on line 3017, contains the required
information pursuant to § 54.313(f)(2) compliance
requires:
(3015) Electronic copy of their annual RUS reports E

(Operating Report for Telecommunications

Borrowers) l:]

(3016) Document(s) with Balance Sheet, Income Statement
and Statement of Cash Flows

{3017) If the response is yes on line 3014, attach your Name of Attached Document Listing Required
company's RUS annual report and all required Information
documentation

(3018) If the response is no on line 3014, is your company (Yes/No) @ O
audited?

If the response is yes on line 3018, please check the
boxes below to confirm your submission on line
3026 pursuant to § 54.313{(f)(2}, contains:

(3019) Either a copy of their audited financial statement; or
(2) a financial report in a format comparable to RUS
Operating Report for Telecommunications Borrowers

(3020) Docurnent(s) for Balance Sheet, Income Statement
and Statement of Cash Flows
{3021) Management letter and/or audit opinion issued by

the independent certified public accountant that
performed the company’s financial audit.

If the response is no on line 3018, please check the
boxes below to confirm your submission on line
3026 pursuant to § 54.313(f)(2}, contains:

(3022) Copy of their financial statement which has been
subject to review by an independent certified public
accountant; or 2) a financial report in a format
comparable to RUS Operating Report for
Telecommunications Berrowers

(3023) Underlying information subjected to a review by an
independent certified public accountant

(3024) Underlying information subjected to an officer
certification.
{3025) Docurnent(s) with Balance Sheet, Income Statement

Jod O

and Statement of Cash Flows

483308mci026afuditor Lecrar.pdf,
483308mrc3026Financials . xlsm

{3026) Attach the worksheet listing required information Name of Attached Document Listing Required
Information

page 16
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Page 18

(4005) Rural Broadband Experlmem Addltional Dnr.umemallon et | FCCForm 431

_Data Collmlun iorm e : B _ . OmB control No. SOW-OB«BSIDMB Conlral No, 3060-0819

El B LA el 2013

<010> Study Area Code 483308

<015> Study Area Name BLACKFOOT TEL - CFT

<020> Program Year 2018

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data Nichelie Duens

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> TR A

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>  rowensabiacktoor com

4005 Rural Broadband Experiment

Authorized Rural Broadband Experiment (RBE) recipients must address the certification for public interest obligations, provide a list of newly served
community anchor institutions, and provide a list of locations where broadband has been deployed.

Public Interest Obligations — FCC 14-98 (paragraphs 26-29, 78)

Please address Line 4001 regarding compliance with the Commission’s public interest obligations. All RBE participants must provide a response to Line 4001.

4001. Recipient certifies that it is offering broadband to the identified locations meeting the requisite public
interest obligations consistent with the category for which they were selected, including broadband speed,
latency, usage capacity, and rates that are reasonably comparable to rates for comparable offerings in urban

areas?
Community Anchor Institutions — FCC 14-98 (paragraph 79)
4003a. RBE participants must provide the number, names, and addresses of community anchor Institutions to

which they newly deployed broadband service in the preceding calendar year. On this line, please respond
(yes — attach new community anchors, no —no new anchors) to indicate whether this list will be provided.

If yes to 4003A, please provide a response for 4003B.

4003b. Provide the number, names and addresses  Name of Attached Document Listing Required Information
of community anchor institutions to which the

recipient newly began providing access to
broadband service in the preceding calendar year.

Broadband Deployment Locations — FCC 14-98 (paragraph 80)

4004a. Attach a list of geocoded locations to
which broadband has been deployed as of the

June 1st immediately preceding the July Lst filing Name of Attached Document Listing Required Information
deadline for the FCC Form 481.

4004b. Attach evidence demonstrating that the
recipient is meeting the relevant public service
obligations for the identified locations. Materials

must at least detail the pricing, offered broadband Name of Attached Document Listing Required Information
speed and data usage allowances available in the
relevant geographic area.

page 18
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Certification - Reporting Carrler : FCCForm481
Data Collection Form . : OMB Control No. 3060-0986/0MB Control No. 3060-0819
] R e July 2013
<010> Study Area Code 483308

<015> Study Area Name BLACKFOOT TEL - CFT

<020> Program Year 2018

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data MIchelle Owens

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> 4065415131 exct.

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030> mowens@blackfoot.com

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF THE REPORTING CARRIER IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTING ON ITS OWN BEHALF:

Certification of Officer as to the Accuracy of the Data Reported for the Annual Reporting for CAF or LI Recipients

| certify that | am an officer of the reporting carrier; my responsibilities include ensuring the accuracy of the annual reporting requirements for universal service support
recipients; and, to the best of my knowledge, the information reported on this form and in any attachments is accurate.

Name of Reporting Carrier; BLACKFOOT TEL - CFT

Signature of Authorized Officer,  CERTIFIED ONLINZ Date  06/30/2017

Printed name of Authorized Officer; Jason Williams

Title or position of Authorized Officer: Chief Excucive Officer

[Telephone number of Authorized Officer: 4065325454 exc.

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier: 483308 Filing Due Date for this form: 07/03/2017

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.5.C. §§ 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment
under Title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.5.C. § 1001.

Page 19
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Certification - Agent / Carrler " FCCForm 481
Data Collection Form OMB Control No. 3060-0986/0MB Control No. 3060-0819

July 2013

<010> Study Area Code 483308

<015>  Study Area Name BLACKFOOT TEL - CFT

<020> Program Year 2018

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data MIchelle Owens
4065415131 ext.

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030>

<039>  Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>  mowensa@blackfoot . com

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF AN AGENT IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTS ON THE CARRIER'S BEHALF:

Certification of Officer to Authorize an Agent to File Annual Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier

is authorized to submit the information reported on behalf of the reporting carrier. |

| certify that (Name of Agent)
also certify that | am an officer of the reporting carrier; my responsibilities include ensuring the accuracy of the annual data reporting requirements provided to the authorized

agent; and, to the best of my knowledge, the reports and data provided to the authorized agent is accurate.

Name of Authorized Agent:

Name of Reporting Carrier:

Signature of Authorized Officer: Date:

Printed name of Authorized Officer:

Title or position of Authorized Officer:

Telephone number of Authorized Officer:

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier: Filing Due Date for this form:

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.5.C. §§ 502, 503(b), or fine arimprisonment
under Title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.5.C. § 1001.

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE AUTHORIZED AGENT:

Certification of Agent Authorized to File Annual Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier

I, as agent for the reporting carrier, certify that | am autharized to submit the annual reports for universal service support recipients on behalf of the reporting carrier; | have provided
the data reported herein based on data provided by the reporting carrier; and, to the best of my knowledge, the information reported herein is accurate.

MName of Reporting Carrier:

Name of Authorized Agent Firm:

Signature of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent:

Date:

Name of Authorized Agent Employee:

Title or position of Autherized Agent or Employee of Agent
Telephone number of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent:

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier: Filing Due Date for this form:

Persans willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.5.C. §§ 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment under Title
18 of the United States Code, 18 U.5.C. § 1001.

Page 20
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Unfulfilled Broadband Service Requests Resolution

Program Year 2018 - 2017 Submission of 2016
Ross Holt
Network Infrastructure Supervisor

Blackfoot

This document provides a high level description of the measures in place to resolve
customer requests for broadband service that were unfulfilled in the prior calendar year.

Blackfoot Telephone Cooperative, Inc. (482235, 483308) and Fremont Telecom Co. dba
Fremont Communications (472222) routinely replace digital loop carriers that are not
capable of providing a minimum of 4 Mbps download and 1 Mbps upload to new loop
carriers and provide Ethernet transport, where appropriate. Additionally, the companies
deploy broadband accelerators in line that extend DSL or increase the speed to
customers whose requests would otherwise be unfulfilled.



Service Quality Standards & Consumer Protection Rules
Compliance

Program Year 2018 - 2017 Submission of 2016
Michelle Owens
Regulatory Specialist
Blackfoot

Blackfoot including Blackfoot Telephone Cooperative, Inc. (SAC 482235 and 483308) and
Fremont Telcom Co. (SAC 472222) have a variety of service quality standards and consumer
protection policies and procedures in place to comply with applicable federal and state rules.
Following are high level descriptions of policies and procedures in place:

Service Quality and Consumer Protection

Consumer Protection:

e Blackfoot’s general practice is to treat all information as if it were private regardless of
the service offered. CPNI and Red Flag policies and procedures are adhered to, and
annual training of all employees in relation to those obligations is provided.

e CALEA obligations and processes are strictly adhered to.

o Blackfoot sends out annual noticing to customers regarding Do-Not-Call and offers
customers Robocall blocking options further assist in protecting their privacy.

¢ Blackfoot is SSAE No. 16 certified.

e Noticing of rate changes are provided to educate customers about changes appearing
on their bills regardless of the jurisdiction or regulated nature of the service.

Service Quality:

e Annual call before you dig notices are provided to protect customers from preventable
service outages.

e Annual reviews of backup power are undertaken ensure 911 service reliability.
Blackfoot also conducts regular testing and maintenance of backup power and
generators to ensure operability in the event of a disaster.

e Internal process are continuously reviewed for improvement with a focus on improving
customer service and experience.

e Regular tests and maintenance are done for backup power to include generators. This is
done to ensure continued functionality in the event of a power outage or disaster.



Functionality in Emergency Situations
Program Year 2018 - 2017 Submission of 2016
JB Ray
Field Services Manager

Blackfoot

This document provides a high level description of the measures in place to provide
functionality in Emergency situations in the 482235, 483308 and 472222 study areas.

Central Offices in all 3 study areas (with the limited exceptions of the Drummond
Alberton) are equipped with backup generators in the event of commercial AC power
failures. Fuel supplies for these generators are adequate for 24-36 hours of operation
and back up batteries located in each central office provide an additional 6-8 hours of
backup power. In the event of a power outage affecting the Drummond or Alberton
central offices, Blackfoot will deploy a portable generator to the site after 4 to 5 hours of

now power.

All remote subscriber carrier locations are equipped with backup batteries that are
capable of providing 8-12 hours of DC power in the event of a commercial AC power
failure. We also maintain a pool of portable generators that are used to recharge these
batteries if the AC power is not restored prior to the batteries being fully discharged.

Where practical, fiber optic cable routes that provide connectivity to a remote central
office back to the host central office have diverse routes to insure uninterrupted
operation in the event of a cable cut or failure. If diverse routes are not practical the
remote central office is equipped with a “stand alone” function that insures uninterrupted
local operation within the remoter central office service area.
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Voice Services Rate Comparability

Program Year 2018 - 2017 Submission of 2016
Michelle Owens
Regulatory Specialist

Blackfoot

For the Program year 2018, the average urban rate for local service is $22.49. Per FCC
Public Notice DA 16-362 the reasonable comparability benchmark for voice services is
$49.51. As indicated in line 700 worksheet none of the Blackfoot rates are above the

reasonable comparable rate of $49.51.



Data Services Rate Comparability

Program Year 2018 - 2017 Submission of 2016
Michelle Owens
Regulatory Specialist

Blackfoot

Blackfoot Telephone Cooperative, Inc. (482235, 483308 and Fremont Telcom Co. dba
Fremont Communications (472222) have several different voice, broadband and
voice/broadband bundles at different prices. To ensure compliance with the FCC’s rate
comparability benchmark for broadband services, Blackfoot offers a distinct set of
broadband service offerings that are priced at rates that are equal to or less than the
FCC's service rate comparability benchmark. These prices are revised annually as the
FCC adjusts the prices, if necessary, to ensure they remain equal to or less than the
rate comparability benchmark.



Lifeline Terms and Conditions
Program Year 2018 - 2017 Submission of 2016
Michelle Owens
Regulatory Specialist

Blackfoot

For the Program year 2018, Lifeline consumers have the same voice and data options
available to them as non-lifeline consumers. Rates can be reviewed in sections 700
and 710 of the 481 filing. The applicable terms and conditions are the same for any
consumer regardless of low income determination. Local voice services are unlimited
as are data services. Consumers wishing to purchase long distance services have a
selection of service options to ensure the pricing meets their needs. Eligible lifeline
consumers have a lifeline discount added to their account after eligibility has been
determined. Additional information to include any applicable terms and conditions can
be viewed by consumers at http://www.blackfoot.com/residential/ .




Broadband Reasonable Request

Program Year 2018 - 2017 Submission of 2016
Jason Williams
Chief Executive Officer

Blackfoot

Blackfoot certifies that it has taken reasonable steps to provide upon reasonable
request broadband service at actual speeds of 4 Mbps downstream/1 Mbps upstream,
with latency suitable for real-time applications, including Voice over Internet Protocol,
and usage capacity that is reasonably comparable to offerings in urban areas, and that
such requests for such service are met with in a reasonable amount of time.
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REPORT OF INDEPENDENT AUDITORS

Board of Trustees
Blackfoot Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Report on the Financial Statements
We have audited the accompanying consolidated financial statements of Blackfoot Telephone

Cooperative, [nc. (Cooperative) and its subsidiaries, which comprise the consolidated balance sheets as
of December 31, 2016 and 2015, and the related consolidated statements of income, comprehensive
income, members’ equity, and cash flows for the years then ended, and the related notes to the
consolidated financial statements.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these consolidated financial
statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America;
this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the
preparation and fair presentation of consolidated financial statements that are free from material

misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these consolidated financial statements based on our

audits. We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the consolidated financial statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in
the consolidated financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment,
including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the consolidated financial statements,
whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control
relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the consolidated financial statements in
order to design audit procedures that are appropriate for the circumstances, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. Accordingly, we express no
such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the
reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the
overall presentation of the consolidated financial statements.

WHWL MO 0AM5.00



L=~ T A

L

EOE W

- O T T

LI -

Jles

REPORT OF INDEPENDENT AUDITORS
(continued)

Auditor's Responsibility (continued)
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for

our audit opinion.

Opinion

In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of Blackfoot Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and its subsidiaries as of
December 31, 2016 and 2015, and the results of their operations and their cash flows for the years then

ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

Moo Arhams Ly

Spokane, Washington
February 18, 2017
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